Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 




0ia_MaMSLJit 



;/ 



Cotton Mather's 

Lives of 

Bradford and 

Winthrop. 



From -JHR Magaalia Chrisd Americana. 



GALEACIUS SKCUNUUS.* THE LIFE OF WILLIAM BRAD- 
FORD. ESQ., GOVERNOUR OF PLYMOUTH COLONY, 

otium. illiu! Laior; 
ttem, aims eccupalio.^ 

5 r. It has been a matter of some observation, that although 
Yorkshire be one of the largest shires in England; yet, for all 
the Jires of martyrdom which were kindled in the days of 
Queen Mary, it afforded no more fuel than one poor Leaf; 
namely, John Leaf, an apprentice, who suffered for the doc- 
trine of the Reformation at the same lime and stake with the 
famous John Bradford, But when the reign of Queen Eliza- 
beth would not admit the Reformation of worship to proceed 
unto those degrees, which were proposed and pursued by no 
small number of the faithful in those days, Yorkshire was not 
the least of the shires in England that afforded suffering vit- 
msses thereunto. The Churches there gathered were quickly 
molested with such a raging persecution, that if the spirit of 
separation in them did carry them unto a further gxtmam than 
it should have done, one blameable cause thereof will be 
found in the extremity of that persecution. Their troubles 
made that cold country too hoi for them, so that they were 
under a necessity to seek a retreat in the Low Countries ; and 
yet the watchful malice and fury of their adversaries rendred 




it almost impossible for them to find what they soi^ht. For 

them to leave their native soil, their lands and their friends, 
and go into a strange place, where they must hear foreign 
language, and live meanly and hardly, and in other employ- 
ments than that of husbandry, wherein they had been edu- 
cated, these must needs have been such discouragements as 
could have been conquered by none, save those who " sought 
first the kingdom of God, and the righteousness thereof." 
But that which would have made these discouragements the 
more unconquerable unto an ordinary faith, was the terrible 
zeal of their enemies to guard all ports, and search all ships, 
that none of them should be carried off. I will not relate 
the sad things of this kind then seen and felt by this people of 
God; but only exempiifie those trials with one short story. 
Divers of this people having hired a Dutchman, then lying 
at Hull, to carry them over to Holland, he promised faithfully 
to take them in between Grimsly and Hull ; but they coming 
to the place a day or two too soon, the appearance of such a 
multitude alarmed the officers of the town adjoining, who came 
with a great body of soldiers to seize upon them. Now it 
happened that one boat foil of men had been carried aboard, 
while the women were yet in a bark that lay aground in a 
creek at low water. The Dutchman perceiving the storm that 
was thus beginning ashore, swore by the sacrament that he 
would stay no longer for any of them ; and so taking the advan- 
tage of a fair wind then blowing, he put out to sea for Zealand. 
The women thus left near Grimsly- common, bereaved of their 
husbands, who had been hurried from them, and forsaken of 
their neighbours, of whom none durst in this fright stay with 
them, were a very rueful spectacle; some crying iat fear, some 
shaking for cold, all dragged by troops of armed and angry 
men from one Justice to another, till not knowing what to do 
with them, they even dismissed them to shift as well as they 
could for themselves. But by their singular affiictions, and by 
their Christian behaviours, the cause for which they exposed 
themselves did gain considerably. In the mean time, the men 
at sea found reason to be glad that their famihes were not with 
them, for they were surprized with an horrible tempest, which 
held them for fourteen days together, in seven whereof they 
saw not sun, moon or star, but were driven upon the coast of 
Norway. The mariners often despaired of life, and once with 
doleful shrieks gave over all, as thinking the vessel was foun- 



; but the vessel rose again, and when the mariners with 
mk hearts often cried out, " We sink I we sink 1 " the passen- 
vithout such distraction of mind, even while the water 
running into their mouths and ears, would cheerfully 
shout, " Yet, Lord, thou canst save ! Vet, Lord, thou canst 
save I " And the Lord accordingly brought them at last safe 
unto their desired haven : and not long after helped their dis- 
tressed relations thither after them, where indeed they found 
upon almost all accounts a new worlil, but a world in which 
they found tliat they must live like strangers and pilgrims. 

S 2. Among those devout people was our William Bradford, 
who was bom Anno 1588 [9], in an obscure village called Ans- 
teriield,* where the people were as unacquainted with the Bible, 
as the Jews do seem to have been with part of it in the days 
of Josiah ; a most ignorant and licentious ptoph, and liis unto 
their priest. Here, and in some other places, he had a com- 
fortable inheritance left him of his honest parents, who died 
while he was yet a child, and cast him on the education, first 
of his grand parents, and then of his uncles, who devoted him, 
like his ancestors, unto the affairs of husbandry. Soon a long 
sickness kept him, as he would afterwards thankfully say, from 
the vanities of youths and made him the fitter for what he was 
afterwards to undergo. When he was about a dozen years 
old, the reading of the Scriptures began to cause great impres- 
sions upon him ; and those impressions were much assisted 
and improved, when he came to enjoy Mr, Richard Clifton's 
illuminating ministry, not far from his abode; he was then 
also further befriended, by being brought into the company 
and fellowship of such as were then called professors; though 
the young man that brought him into it did after become a 
prophane and wicked apostate. Nor could the wrath of his 
uncles, nor the scoff of his neighbours, now turned upon him, 
as one of the Puritans^ divert him from his pious inclinations. 
§3. At last, beholding how fearfully the evangelical and 
apostolical church-form, whereinto the churches of the primitive 
times were cast by the good spirit of God, had been deformed 
by the apostacy of the succeeding times ; and what little prog- 
ress the Reformation had yet made in many parts of Christen- 
dom towards its recovery, he set himself by reading, by dis- 
course, by prayer, to learn whether it was not his duty to with- 
draw from the communion of the parish- assemblies, and ea- 



gage with some society of the faithful, that should keep close 
uiito the writun word of God, as the rule of their worship. 
And after many distresses of mind concerning it, be took up 
a very deliberate and understanding resolution, of doing so ; 
which resolution he chearfuUy prosecuted, although the pro- 
voked rage of his friends tried all the ways imaginable to re- 
claim him from it, unto all of whom his answer was : 

"Were I like Co endanger my life, or consame my estate by any nn- 
godly course5, your counsels to ma were very seasonable! biit yoii know 
Lliat I have been diligant and provident in my calling, and not only desir- 
ous to augment what I have, but also to enjoy it in your company ; to part 
from which will be as great a cross eis can befa] me. Nevertheless, to keep 
a good conscience, and walk in such a way as God has prescribed in hli 
Word, is a thing which I must prefer before you all, and above life it self. 
Wherefore, since 'tia for a good cause thai I am like to suffer the disasters 
which you lay before me, you have no cause to be either angry with me, or 
Eorryfor me; yea, I am not only willing to port with every thingthat ia 
dear to me in thia world for this cause, but I am also thankful that God 
has given nie an heart to do, and wilt accept me so to soffer for him," 

Some lamented him, some derided him, all disswaded him : 
nevertheless, the more they did it, the more fixed he was in his 
purpose to seek the ordinances of the gospel, where they 
should be dispensed with most of the commanded purity ; and 
the sudden deaths of the chief rebtiona which thus lay at him, 
quickly after convinced him what a folly it had been to have 
quitted his profession, in expectation of any satisfaction from 
them. So to Holland he attempted a removal. 

§ 4. Having with a great company of Christians hired a ship 
to transport them for Holland, the master perfidiously betrayed 
them into hands of those persecutors, who rifled and ransacked 
their goods, and clapped their persons into prison at Boston, 
where they lay for a month together. But Mr. Bradford being 
a young man of about eighteen, was dismissed sooner than the 
rest, so that within a while he had opportunity with some 
others to get over to Zealand, through perils, both by land and 
sea not inconsiderable; where he was not long ashore ere a 
viper seized on his hand — that is, an officer— who carried 
him unto the magistrates, unto whom an envious passenger 
had accused him as having fied out of England. When the 
magistrates understood the true cause of his coming thither, 
they were well satisfied with him ; and so he repaired joyfully 
unto his brethren at Amsterdam, where the difficulties to 
which he afterwards stooped in learning and serving of a 
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Frenchman at the working of silks, were abundantly compen- 
sated by the delight wherewith he sat under the shadow of our 
Lord, in his purely dispensed ordinances. At the end of two 
years, he did, being of age to do it, convert his estate in Eng- 
land into money ; but setting up for himself, he found some of 
his designs by the providence of God frowned upon, which he 
judged a correction bestowed by God upon him for certain 
decays of internal piety, whereinto he had fallen ; the consump- 
tion of bis estate he thought came to prevent a consumption in 
his virtue. But after he had resided in Holland about half a 
score years, he was one of those who bore a part in that haz- 
ardous and generous enterprise of removing into New-England, 
with part of the English church at Leyden, where, at their first 
landing, his dearest consort accidentally falling overboard, was 
drowned in the harbour; and the rest of his days were spent 
in the services, and temptations, of that American wilderness. 

§ 5. Here was Mr. Bradford, in the year 162 1, unanimously 
chosen the governour of the plantation : the difficulties whereof 
were such, that if he had not been a person of more than ordi- 
nary piety, wisdom and courage, he must have sunk under 
them. He had, with a laudable industry, been laying up a 
treasure of experiences, and he had now occasion to use it : 
indeed, nothing but an experienced man could have been suita- 
ble to the necessities of the people. The potent nations of the 
Indians, into whose country they were come, would have cut 
them off, if the blessing of God upon his conduct had not 
quelled them ; and if his prudence, justice and moderation had 
not over-ruled them, they had been ruined by their own dis- 
tempers. One specimen of his demeanour is to this day par- 
ticularly spoken of, A company of young fellows that were 
newly arrived, were very unwilling to comply with the gov- 
ernour's order for working abroad on the publick account ; and 
therefore on Christmas- day, when he had called upon them, 
they excused themselves, with a pretence that it was against 
their conscience to work such a day. The governour gave 
them no answer, only that he would spare them till they were 
better informed ; but by and by he found them all at //ly in 
the streets sporting themselves with various diversions ; where- 
upon commanding the instruments of their games to be taken 
.from them, he effectually gave them to understand, " TTiat it 
.was against his conscience that they should play whilst others were 
.at work: and that if they had any devotion to the day, they 




should show it at home in the exercises of religion, and not in 
the streets with pastime and frolicks ; " and this gentle reproof 
put a final stop to ail such disorders for the future. 

§ 6. For two years together after the beginning of the 
colony, whereof he was now governour, the poor people had a 
great experiment of "man's not living by bread alone;" for 
when they were left ail together without one morsel of bread 
for many m.onths one after another, still the good providence 
of God relieved them, and supplied them, and this for the most 
part out of the sea. In this low condition of affairs, there was 
no little exercise for the prudence and patience of the gov- 
ernour, who cheaifully bore his part in all : and, that industry 
might not flag, he quickly set himself to settle propriety among 
the new-planters; foreseeing that while the whole country 
laboured upon a common stock, the husbandry and business of 
the plantation could not flourish, as Plato and others long 
since dreamed that it would, if a community were established. 
Certainly, if the spirit which dwelt in the old puritans, had not 
inspired these new-planters, they had sunk under the burden 
of these difficulties \ but our Bradford had a double portion of 
that spirit. 

§7. The plantation was quickly thrown into a storm that 
almost overwhelmed it, by the unhappy actions of a minister 
sent over from England by the adventurers concerned for the 
plantation ; but by the blessing of Heaven on tlie conduct of 
the governour, they weathered out that storm. Only the ad- 
venturers hereupon breaking to pieces, threw up all their con- 
cernments with the infant-colony; whereof they gave this as 
one reason, "That the planters dissembled with his Majesty 
and their friends in their petition wherein they declared for a 
church- discipline, agreeing with the French and others of the 
reforming churches in Europe." Whereas, 'twas now urged, 
that they had admitted into their communion a person who at 
his admission utterly renounced the Churches of England, 
(which person, by the way, was l/iat very man who had made 
the complaints against them,) and therefore, though they de- 
nied the name ai Brownists, yet they were the thing. In an- 
swer, the very words written by the governour were these : 

" Whereas you tu us with dissembling about the FriHch disripUne, you 
do ua wrong, for we both hold nnd practice the disciplini of the French 
and other Reformed Churches {as they have pubhshed the aame in the 
Hii<-moiiy pf Conftssions) ^<x,aTi:m% to our means, in eSecl and substance. 



But whereas you wouJd tia us up to the FrtncA dUeipliHe in every circimi- 
stance, yon derogate from the Itbirty vre have in Christ Jesus. The ApDsUe 
Paal would have none to follow Aim in any thing, but wherein he /ollirmi 
Christj much less ought any Christian or church in the world to do It. 
The ?>ench may err. we may err, and other churches may en, and doubtless 
do ia many circiiiHstaneis. That honour therefore belongs only to the i»- 
falUbU Word of God, and pure Tiitcancut of Christ, to be propounded and 
followed as the only rule and pattern for direction herein to all churches 
and Christians. And it is too great arrogancy for any man or church to 
think that he or they have so sounded the Word of God unto the bottom, 
as precisely to set down the church's disciphne without error in subiitauce 
or circumstance, that no other without blame may digress or differ in any 
thing from the same. And it is not difficult to shew that the Reformed 
Churches differ in many lireumsfances among themselves." 

By which words it appears how far he was free from that 
rigid spirit of separation, which broke to pieces the Separatists 
themselves in the Low Countries, uiilo the great scandal of the 
reforming churches. He was indeed a person of a well-tem- 
pered spirit, or else it had been scarce possible for him to have 
kept the affairs of Plymouth in so good a temper for thirty- 
seven years together ; in every one of which he was chosen 
their govemour, except the three years wherein Mr. Winslow, 
and the two years wherein Mr. Prince, at the choice of the 
people, took a turn with him. 

§ 8. The leader of a people in a wilderness had need to be a 
Moses ; and if a Moses had not led the people of Plymouth 
Colony, when this worthy person was their governour, the 
people had never with so much unanimity and importunity still 
called him to lead them. Among many instances thereof, let 
this one piece of seif-denia! be told for a memorial of him, 
wheresoever this History shall be considered: The Patent of 
the Colony was taken in his name, running in these terms : 
*'To William Bradford, his heirs, associates, and assigns." 
But when the number of the freemen was much increased, and 
many new townships erected, the General Court there desired 
of Mr. Bradford, that he would make a surrender of the sime 
into their hands, which he willingly and presently assented 
unto, and confirmed it according to their desire by his hand 
and seal, reserving no more for himself than was his propor- 
tion, wiih others, by agreement. But as he found the provi- 
dence of Heaven many ways recompensing his many acts of 
self-denial, so he gave this testimony to the faithfulness of the 
divine promises : "That he had forsaken friends, houses and 
'5 for the sake of the gospel, and the Lord gave them htm 
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again." Here he prospered in his estate ; and besides a 
worthy son which he had by a former wife, he had also two 
sons and a daughter by another, whom he married in this land. 

§ g. He was a person for study as well as action ; and 
hence, notwithstanding the difficulties through which he passed 
in his youth, he attained unto a notable skill in languages : the 
Dutch tongue was become almost as vernacular to him as the 
English; the French tongue he could also manage; the Latin 
and the Greek he had mastered; but the Hebrew he most of 
all studied, "Because," he said, "he would see with his own 
eyes the ancient oracles of God in their native beauty." He 
was also well skilled in History, in Antiquity, and in Philoso- 
phy; and for Theology he became so versed in it, that he was 
an irrefragable disputant against the errors, especially those of 
Anabaptisra, which with trouble he saw rising in his colony; 
wherefore he wrote some significant things for the confutation 
of those errors. But the crown of all was his holy, prayerful, 
watchful, and fruitful walk with God, wherein he was very ex- 
emplary. 

§ 10. At length he fell into an indisposition of body, which 
rendered him unhealthy for a whole winter ; and as the spring 
advanced, his health yet more declined ; yet he felt himself not 
what he counted sick, till one day; in the night afler which, 
the God of heaven so filled his mind with ineffable consola- 
tions, that he seemed little short of Paul, rapt up unto the un- 
utterable entertainments of Paradise. The next morning he 
told his friends, "That the good Spirit of God had given him 
a pledge o£ his happiness in another world, and the first-fruits 
of his eternal glory; " and on the day following he died, May 
<), 1657, in the 6gth year of his age — lamented by all the col- 
onies of New-England, as a common blessing and father to 
them all. 

O mihi ii Si-iilis Conlingal Clausula Vitie!* 

Plato's brief description of a governour, is all that I will 
now leave as his character, in an epitaph. 

No/(eur Tp"'i"C ayc},7ii astlpij7rivri;.\ 
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NEHEMIAS AMERICANUS.* THE UFE OF JOHN 

WINTHROP, ESQ., GOVERNOR OF THE 

MASSACHUSET COLOtJY, 






iO.t 



^ 



^_ £l° 



§1. Let Greece boast of her patient Lycurgus, the law- 
giver, by whom diligence, temperance, fortitude and wit were 
made the fashions of a therefore long-lasting and renowned 
commonwealth : let Rome tell of her devout Numa, the law- 
giver, by whom the most famous commonwealth, saw peace tri- 
umphing over extinguished war and cruel plunders ; and mur- 
ders giving place to the more mollifying exercises of his relig- 
ion. Our New-England shall tell and boast of her Winthrop, 
a lawgiver as patient as Lycurgus, but not admitting any of his 
criminal disorders; as devout as Numa, but not liable to any 
of Ais heathenish madnesses ; a governour in whom the excel- 
lencies of Christianity made a most improving addition unto 
the virtues, wherein even without /Aose he would have made a 
parallel for the great men of Greece, or of Rome, which the 
pen of a Plutarch has eternized. 

§2. A stock of heroes by right should afford nothing but 
■what is heroical; and nothing but an extream degeneracy 
would make any thing less to be expected from a stock of 
Winthrops, Mr. Adam Winthrop, the son of a worthy gentle- 
man wearing the same name, was himself a worthy, a discreet, 
and a learned gentleman, particularly eminent for skill in the 
law, nor without remark for love to the gospel, under the reign 
of King Henry VIII., and brother to a memorable favourer of 
the reformed religion in the days of Queen Mary, into whose 
hands the famous martyr Philpot committed his papers, which 
afterwards made no inconsiderable part of our martyr-books. 
This Mr. Adam Winthrop had a son of the same name also, 
and of the same endowments and imployments with his father; 
and this third Adam Winthrop was the father of that renowned 
John Winlhrop, who was the father of New-England, and the 
founder of a colony, which, upon many accounts, like him that 
founded it, may challenge the first place among the English 
glories of America. Our John Winthrop, thus born at the 
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mansion- ho use of his ancestors, at Groton in Suffolk, on June 
[Jan,] 12, 1587, enjoyed afterwards an agreea' ' 
But though, he would rather have devoted himself unto the 
study o£ Mr. John Calvin, than of Sir Edward Cook ; never- 
theless, the accomplishments of a lawyer were those wherewith 
Heaven made his chief opportunities to be serviceable. 

§ 3. Being made, at the unusually early age of eighteen, a 
justice of peace, his virtues began to fall under a more general 
observation ; and he not only so bound himself to the behav- 
iour of a Christian, as to become exemplary for a conformity 
to the laws of Christianity in his own conversation, but also 
discovered a more than ordinary measure of those quaiitii 
which adorn an officer of humane society. H' 
impartial, and used the ballance to weigh not the cask, but the 
aue of those who were before him : prosopolatria* he reckoned 
as bad as iilolatria:\ his wisdom did exquisitely temper things 
according to the art of governing, which is a businea 
contrivance than the smen arts of the schools ; oyer still went 
before terminer in all his administrations : his courage made 
\v.ra dare to do right, and fitted him to stand among the lions 
that have sometimes been the supporters of the throne; all 
which virtues he rendred the more illustrious, by emblazoning 
them with the constant liberality and hospitaUty of a gen le- 
inan. This made him the terror of the wicked, and the delig/if 
of the sober, the emy of the many, but the fiope of those who 
had any hopeful design in hand for the common good of the 
nation and the interests of religion. 

§ 4. Accordingly when the noble design of carrying a colony 
of chosen people into an American wilderness, was by some 
eminent persons undertaken, this eminent person was, by the 
consent of all, chosen for the Moses, who must be the leader 
of so great an undertaking: and indeed nothing but a Mosaic 
spirit could have carried him through the temptations, to 
which either his farewel to his own land, or his travel in a 
strange land, must needs expose a gentleman of his education. 
Wherefore having sold a fair estate of six or seven hundred a 
year, he transported himself with the effects of it into New- 
England in the year 1630, where he spent it upon the service 
of a famous plantation, founded and formed for the seat of the 
Ripst reformed Christianity: and continued there, conflicting 
with temptations of all sorts, as many years as the nodes of the 
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moon take to dispatch a revolution. Those persons were never 
concerned in a new plantation, who know not that the unavoid- 
able difficulties of such a thing will call for all the prudence and 
patience of a mortal man to encounter therewithal ; and they 
must be very insensible of the influence, which th& j'ttst leiratk 
of Heaven has permitted the devils to have upon this world, 
if they do not think that the difficulties of a new plantation, 
devoted unto the evangelical worship of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
must be yet more than ordinary. How prudently, how pa- 
tiently, and with how much resignation to our Lord Jesus 
Christ, our brave Winthrop waded through these difficulties, 
let posterity consider with admiration. And know, that as the 
picture of this their governour was, after his death, hung up 
with honour in the State-house of his country, so the wisdom, 
courage, and holy zeal of his life, were an example well-worthy 
to be copied by all that shall succeed him in government. 

§ 5. Were he now to be considered only as a Christian, we 
might therein propose him as greatly imitable. He was a very 
religious man ; and as he strictly kept his heart, so he kept his 
hoase, under the laws of piety; there he was every day con- 
stant in holy duties, both morning and evening, and on the 
Lord's days, and lectures; though he wrote not after the 
jiieacher, yet such was his attention, and such his reten- 
tion in hearing, that he repeated unto his family the sermons 
which he had heard in the congregation. But it is chiefly as a 
governour that he is now to be considered. Being the gov- 
ernour over the con siderab lest part of New-England, he main- 
tained the figure and honour of his place with the spirit of a 
true gentleman; but yet with such obliging condescention to 
the circumstances of the colony, that when a certain trouble- 
some and malicious calumniator, well known in those times, 
printed his libellous nick-names upon the chief persons here, 
the worst nick-name he could find for the governour vizsjahn 
Temper-well : and when the calumnies of that ill man caused 
the Arch-bishop to summon one Mr. Cleaves before the King, 
in hopes to get some accusation from him against the country, 
Mr. Cleaves gave such an account of the governour's laudable 
carriage in all respects, and the serious devotion wherewith 
prayers were both publickly and privately made for his Majesty, 
that the King expressed himself most highly pleased there- 
withal, only sarry that so worthy a person should be no better 
accommodated than with the hardships of America. He was, 



indeed, a govcmour, who had most exactly studied that book, 
which, pretending to teach politicks, did only contain ihree 
leaves, and but one word in each of tliose Jeaves, which word 
was, Moderation. Hence, though he were a zealous enemy 
to all vice, yet his practice was according to his judgment thus 
expressed: "In the infancy of plantations, justice should be 
administered with more lenity than in a settled state ; because 
people are more apt then to transgress ; partly out of igno- 
rance of new laws and orders, partly out of oppression of busi- 
ness, and other straits. [Lento Gradu]* was the old rule; 
and if the strings of a new instrument be wound up unto their 
heighth, they will quickly crack." But when some leading and 
learned men took offence at his conduct in this matter, and 
upon a conference gave it in as their opinion, " That a stricter 
discipline was to be used in the beginning of a plantation, than 
after its being with more age established and confirmed," the 
govemour being readier to see his own errors than other men's, 
professed his purpose to endeavour their satisfaction with less 
of lenity in his administrations. At that conference there were 
drawn up several other articles to be observed between the 
goveraour and the rest of the magistrates, which were of this 
import: "That the magistrates, as far as might be, should 
aforehand ripen their consultations, to produce that unanimity 
in their publick votes, which might make them liker to the 
voice of God ; that if differences fell out among them in their 
publick meetings, they should speak only to the case, without 
any reflection, with all due modesty, and but by way of ques- 
tion ; or desire the deferring of the cause to further time ; and 
after sentence to imitate privately no dislike ; that they should 
be more familiar, friendly and open unto each other, and more 
frequent in their visitations, and not any way expose each 
other's infirmities, but seek the honour of each other, and all 
the Court ; that one magistrate shall not cross the proceedings 
of another, without first advising with him; and that they 
should in all their appearances abroad, be so circumstanced 
as to prevent all contempt of authority ; and that they should 
support and strengthen all under officers. All of which articles 
were observed by no man more than by the govemour himself. 
§ 6. But whilst he thus did, as our New-EngHsh Nehemiah, 
the part of a ruler in managing the public affairs of our 
American Jerusalem, when there were Tobijahs and Sanballats 
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enough to vex him, and give him the experiment of Luther's 
observation, Omnis qui regit est tanquam stgnum, in quod omnia 
jacula, Satan et Mundus dirigunl,* he made himself still an 
exacter parallel unto that governour of Israel, by doing the 
part of a neighbour among the distressed people of the new 
plantatiori. To teach them the frugality necessary for those 
times, he abridged himself of a thousand comfortable things, 
which he had allowed himself elsewhere r his /utbit was not 
that soft raiment, which would have been disagreeable to a 
wilderness ; his table was not covered with the superfluities 
that would have invited unto sensualities ; water was com- 
monly his own drink, though he gave wine to others. But at 
the same time his liberality unto the needy was even beyond 
measure generous; and therein he was continually causing 
"the blessing of him that was ready lo perish to come upon 
him, and the heart of the widow and the orphan to sing for 
joy : " but none more than those of deceased Ministers, whom 
.Ae always treated with a very singular compassion ; among the 
istances whereof we still enjoy with us the worthy and now 
jed son of that reverend Higginson, whose death left his 
iamily in a wide world soon after his arrival here, publicly ac- 
knowledging the charitable Winthrop for \i\^ foster-father. It 
was oftentimes no small trial unto his faith, to think how a 
table for the people should be furnished when they first came 
into the wilderness 1 and for very many of the people his own 
good works were needful, and accordingly employed for the 
answering of his faith. Indeed, for a while the governour was 
the Joseph, unto whom the whole body of the people repaired 
when their corn failed them; and he continued relieving of 
them with his open-handed bounties, as long as he had any 
stock to do it with ; and a lively_/ii)y/i to see the return of the 
"bread after many days," and not starve in the days that were 
to pass till that return should be seen, carried him chearfully 
through those expences. 

Once it was observable that, on February j, 1630 [i], when 
he was distributing the last handful of the meal in the barrel 
unto a poor man distressed by the "wolf at the door," at that 
instant they spied a ship arrived at the harbour's mouth, laden 
with provisions for them all. Yea, the governour sometimes 
made his ova private Jiurse to be, the puilici: nothyiu^iiHg 
into it, but by squeezing out of it; for when the pubiick treas- 
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UTe had nothing in it, he did himself defray the charges of the 
publick. And having learned that lesson of our Lord, " that 
it is better to give than to receive," he did, at the general 
court, when he was a third time chosen governour, make a 
speech unto this purpose: "That he had received gratuities 
from divers towns, which he accepted with much comfort and 
content; and he had likewise received civilities from particular 
persons, which he c(vild not refuse without incivility in him- 
self: nevertheless he took them with a trembling heart, in 
regard of God's word, and the conscience of his own infirmi- 
ties ; and therefore he desired tbeni that they would not here- 
after take it ill if he refused such presents for the time to 
come." 'Twas his custom also to send some of his family 
upon errands unto the houses of the poor, about their meal 
time, on purpose to spy whether they wanted; and if it were 
found that they wanted, he would make that the opportunity of 
sending supplies unto them. And there was one passage of 
his charity that was perhaps a little unusual : in an hard and 
long winter, when wood was very scarce at Boston, a man gave 
him a private information that a needy person in the neigh- 
bourhood stole wood sometimes from his pile ; whereupon the 
governour in a seeming anger did reply, "Does he so? I'll 
take a course with him ; go, call that roan to me ; I'll warrant 
you I'll cure him of stealing." When the man came, the gov- 
ernour considering that if he had stolen, it was more out of 
necessity than disposition, said unto him, " Friend, it is a 
severe winter, and I doubt you are but meanly provided for 
wood i wherefore I would have you supply your self at my 
wood-pile till this cold season be over." And he then merrily 
asked his friends, " Whether he had not effectually cured this 
man of steahng his wood?" 

§ 7. One would have imagined that so good a man could 
have had no enemies, if we had not had a daily and woful 
experience to convince us that goodness it self will make ene- 
mies. It is a wonderful speech of Plato, (in one of his books, 
De RefuMica,) "For the trial of true vertue, 'tis necessary 
that a good man (Lifitv a&iKSiv, ho(,av tj(a tojv luyi. riiv dlSiKtas.- 
Though he do no unjust thing, should suffer the infamy of the 
greatest injustice." The governour had by his unspotted in- 
tegrity procured himself a great reputation among the people ; 
and then the crime of popularity was laid unto his charge by 
such, who were- willing lo deliver him from the danger of hav 



ing all men speak well of him. Yea, there were persons emi- 
nent both for figure and for number, unto whom it was almost 
essential to disliie every thing that came tiomhim,- and yet ^* 
always maintained an amicable correspondence with them ; as 
believing that they acted according to their judgment and con- 
science, or that their eyes were held by some temptation in 
the worst of all theit oppositions. Indeed, his right works 
were so many, that they exposed him unto the envy of his 
neighbours ; and of such power was that envy, that sometimes 
he could not stand before it; but it was by not standing that 
he most effectually withstood it all. Great attempts were some- 
times made among the freemen to get him left out from his 
place in the government upon little pretences, lest by the too 
frequent choice of one man, the government should cease to 
bebyMc/r^; and with a particular aim at him, sermons ivere 
preached at the anniversary Court of election, to disswade the 
freemen from chusing one man twice together. This was tiie 
reward of his extraordinary servireahleness ! But when these 
attempts did succeed, as they sometimes did, his profound 
humility appeared in that equality of mind, wherewith he ap- 
plied himself chearfuHy to serve the country in whatever sta- 
tion their votes had allotted for him. And one year when the 
votes came to be numbered, there were found six less for Mr. 
Winthrop than fur another gentleman who then stood in com- 
petition : but several other persons regularly tendring their 
votes before the election was published, were, upon a very 
frivolous objection, refused by some of the magistrates that 
were afraid lest the election should at last fall upon Mr. Win- 
throp : which, though it was well perceived, yet such was the 
self-denial of this patriot, that he would not permit any notice 
to be taken of the injury. But these trials were nothing in 
comparison of those harsher and harder treats, which he some- 
times had from the frowardness of not a few in the days of 
their paroxisms ; and from the faction of some against him, not 
much unlike that of the Piazzi in Florence against the family 
of the Medices : all of which he at last conquered by conform- 
ing to the famous Judge's motto, Prudens qui Potions* The 
oracles of God have said, " Envy is rottenness to the bones ; " 
and Gulielmus Parisiensis applies it unto rulers, who are as it 
were the bones of the societies which they belong unto: 
*Envy," says he, "is often found among them, and it is rot- 

* He Is pnideni, who is patient. 



tenness unto them." Our Winthrop encountred this envy from 
others, but conquered it, by being free from it himself. 

§ 8, Were it not for the sake of introducing the exemplary 
skill of this wise man, at giving soft answers, one would not 
chuse to relate those instances of wrath which he had sometimes 
to encounter with ; but he was for his gentleness, his forbear- 
ance, and longanimity, a pattern so worthy to be written after, 
that something must here be written of it. He seemed indeed 
never to speak any other language than that of Theodosius : 
" If any man speak evil of the governour, if it be through light- 
ness, 'tis to be contemned ; if it be through madness, 'tis to be 
pitied; if it be through injury, 'tis to be remitted," Behold, 
reader, the "meekness of wisdom" notably exemplified! 
There was a time when he received a very sharp letter from 
a gentleman who was a member of the Court, but he delivered 
back the letter unto the messengers that brought it, with such 
a Christian speech as this: "I am not willing to keep such a 
matter of provocation by me I " Afterwards the same gentle- 
man was compelled by the scarcity of provisions to send unto 
him that he would sell him some of his cattle ; whereupon the 
governour prayed him to accept what he had sent for as a 
token of his good will ; but the gentleman returned him this 
answer ; " Sir, your overcoming of yourself hath overcome 
rae ; " and afterwards gave demonstration of it. The French 
have a saying, That Un honestk homme, est un homme meskl — 
a goo/i laaa is 3^ Mixi Taa.a ; and there hardly ever was a more 
sensible mixture of those two things, resalution and condescen- 
tion, than in this good man. There was a time when the 
court of election being, for fear of tumult, held at Cambridge, 
May 17, 1637, the sectarian part of the country, who had the 
year before gotten a governour more unto their mind, had a 
project now to have confounded the election, by demanding 
that the court would consider a petition then tendered before 
their proceeding thereunto. Mr, Winthrop saw that this was 
only a trick to throw all into confusion, by putting off the 
choice of the governour and assistents until the day should be 
over ; and therefore he did, with a strenuous resolution, pro- 
cure a disappointment unto that mischievous and ruinous con- 
trivance. Nevertheless, Mr. Winthrop himself being by the 
voice of the freemen in this exigence chosen the governour, 
and all of the other party left out, that ill-affected party discov- 
ered the dirt and mire, which remained with them, after the 



I was over ; particularly the Serjeants, whose office 'twaa 
to attend the governour, laid down their halberts ; but such 
was the condescentioa of this governour, as to take no present 
notice of this anger and contempt, but only order some of his 
own servants to take the halberts ; and when the country man- 
ifested their deep resentments of the affront thus offered him, 
he prayed them to overlook it. But it was not long before a 
compensation was made for these things by the doubled respects 
which were from all parts paid unto him. Again, there was a 
time when the suppression of an antinomian and familistical 
faction, which extrearaly threatned the ruin of the country, was 
generally thought much owing unto this renowned man; and 
therefore when the friends of that faction could not wreak then 
displeasure on him with any politick vexations, they set them- 
selves to do it by ecclesiastical ones. Accordingly when a sen- 
tence of banishment was passed on the ringleaders of those 
disturbances, who 
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Iiny at the church of Boston, who were then that way too 
much inclined, most earnestly solicited the elders of that 
church, whereof the governour was a member, to call him forth 
as an offender, for passing of that sentence. The elders were 
unwilling to do any such thing ; but the governour understand- 
ferment among the people took that occasion to make 
speech in the congregation to this effect : 

Brethren : Understanding that some of you have desired that I 
dd answer for an cffence lately taken among yon; had I been called' 
1 so to da, I nould, first, have advised with the ministers oi the coun- 
tr?, whether the church had power to call in question the civil couri ; and I 
would, secondly, have advised with the rest of tha cmirt, whether I might 
discover their counsels anto the church. Kut though I know that the 
reverend elders of this church, and some others, do veiy well apprehend 
that the cAMrrA cannot enquire into the proceedings of the coHrt; yet, for 
the satisfaction of the tteaker, who do not apprehend it, I will declare my 
mind concerning it. If the church have any such power, they have it from 
the Lord Jesus Christ; but the Lord Jesus Christ hath disclaimed it, not 
only \fj practice, but also hyfricept, which We have in his gospel. Matt, xx. 
aj, 26. It is true, indeed, that magiHrates, as they are chuTch-metnbers, are 
accountable unto the church for their failuiesj bnt that is when they are 
of their calling. When Uzziah would go offer incense in the iempte, 
officers of the church called him to an acconnt, and withstood him; 
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England, it was usual for the crier, after the Dames of persons 
fit for that service were called over, to bid them all, " Attend, 
gorjd men and true;" whence it grew to be a civil aisiom vn 
the English nation, for neighbours living by one another, to 
call one another "good man such an one;" and it was pity 
now to make a stir about a civil custom, so innocently intro- 
duced. And that speech of Mr. Winthrop's put a lasting stop 
lo the little, idle, whimsical conceits, then beginning to grow 
obstreperous. Nevertheless, there was one civil custom used 
tn (and tn few but) the English nation, which this gentleman 
did endeavour to abolish in this country; and that was, M; 
usage of lirinkittg to one another. For although by drinking to 
one another, no more is meant than an act of courtesie, when 
one going to drink, does invite another to do so too, for the 
same ends with himself ; nevertheless the governour (not alto- 
gether unlike to Cleomenes, of whom 'tis reported by Plutarch, 
atjivTv oiSin iroTijpiov ■Kpam^ipf., Noknti poculum nunquam pr<^ 
buit,')* considered the impertinency and insignificancy of this 
usage, as to any of those ends that are usually pretended for it ; 
and that indeed it ordinarily served for no ends at all, but only 
to provoke persons unto unseasonable and perhaps unreasonable 
drinking, and at last produce that abominable health-drinking, 
which the fathers of old so severely rebuked in the Pagans, 
and which the Papists themselves do condemn, when their 
casuists pronounce it, Peccatum mortale, provocare ad jSguales 
Calices, et Nefas Respondere.'^ Wherefore in his own most hos- 
pitable house he left it off ; not out of any silly or stingy fancy, 
but meerly that by his example a greater temperance, with lib- 
erty of drinking, might be recommended, and sundry inconven- 
iences in drinking avoided; and his example accordingly 
began to be much followed by the sober people in this country, 
as it now also begins among persons of the highest rank in the 
EngUsh nation it self; until an order of court came to be made 
against that ceremony in drinking, and then, the old wont vio- 
lently returned, with a Nitimur in Vetitum.X 

§11. Many were the afflictions of this righleous roan I He lost much of 
his estate in a ship, and in an house, quickly after hia coining to New- 
England, besides the prodigious expence of it in the difficulties of his firal 
coming hither. Aftenrards his assiduous appUcation unto the publidc 
• Never urged Ihe reluclaol lo drinli. 
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